
    
 

Aptis ADVANCED– TEST STRUCTURE 

Aptis consists of 5 components: core (grammar and vocabulary), reading, listening, writing and speaking. 

The structure of the Aptis ADVANCED test is: 

TEST TEST DESIGN ACTIVITY FORMAT 
Core 
25 minutes 
(30 questions in 
total) 

Part 1 Grammar Sentence completion (25 questions) 3-option multiple choice  
Part 2 Vocabulary Word matching (similar meaning). 

Match words to definitions. 
Sentence completion. 
Word pairs or word combinations (words 
commonly used together). 
 

Sets of 5 target words with 10 options. 

Reading 
60 minutes 
 

Part 1 Opinion matching Matching people’s opinions to statements. 7 statements matched to 4 people’s 
opinions. 

Part 2 Long text 
comprehension 

Matching headings to paragrahs. 7 paragraphs and 8 headings 

Part 3 Reading for global 
understanding 

Select a word or phrase to complete gaps. 5 gaps and 3 options per gap 

Part 4 Reading across 
two texts 

Select word or phrase to complete gaps. 6 gaps and 3 options per gap 

Listening 
Approximately 
30 minutes 

Part 1 Identifying factual 
information 

Listen to monologues and dialogues to 
identify the correct information. 

4-option multiple choice. (Listen twice.) 

Part 2 Identifying 
opinion and attitude  

Listen to a monologue to identify opinion and 
attitude. 

3-option multiple choice  
2 items per monologue (Listen twice) 

Parts 3 Understanding 
an extended spoken text 

Listen to a dialogue to identify which 
speakers express which opinions. 

3-options: man/woman/both 

Part 4 Understanding an 
extended story 

Listen to a monologue to identify 
information. 

3-option multiple choice 
4 items per monologue (Listen twice) 

Writing 
45 minutes 

Part 1 Three written 
responses to questions 

Respond to written questions on a social 
network-type website. 

30-40 words for each question 

Part 2 Formal writing Write an email in response to a short email 
and some notes (provided). 

120-150 words 

Part 3 Article for website 
publication 

Write an informative and interesting text on a 
topic using notes provided. 

180-220 words 

Speaking 
10 minutes 

Part 1 Describe, compare 
and provide reasons and 
explanations 

Describe two contrasting pictures and answer 
two additional questions. 

45 seconds for each response 

Part 2 Discuss personal 
experience and opinion 
in relation to an abstract 
topic 

Answer three questions on an abstract topic. 1 minute to prepare 
2 minutes response time 

Part 3 Presentation Select and develop points from a list of 
for/against ideas related to a topic. 

60 seconds preparation 
120 seconds presentation 

Part 4 Question on your 
presentation 

Respond to a follow-up question related to 
the topic in Part 3. 

No preparation time 
45 seconds to respond 

 

All parts are weighted out of 50. 


